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At Bhopal (or Sanchi) the tourist is on a line of railway to
Jhansi, Gwalior and Agra. Jhansi is accessible also by road (sixty-one
miles) from Sipri, on the Bombay-Agra road, but the principal
interest of Jhansi is the strong fortress, taken by Sir Hugh Rose in
1858. From Jhansi, Harpalpur station is fifty-three miles to the
east, and Khajuraho lies to the south-east, north of the Nowgong-
Satna road. Satna is a station on the Bombay-Calcutta route via
Jubbulpore. Khajuraho is an old capital of Bundelkhand, with mag-
nificent temples and a museum. Gwalior and Chitorgarh were
barriers to the invasion of Malwa from the north, and the fortress
of Gwalior, with several Jain groups of statuary, provides much
interest. It is 75 miles south of Agra, and can be visited from that
centre, if the tourist has proceeded direct from Ajmer, via Jaipur,
with its old capital of Amber.

The sights of Agra are their own commendation, and Akbar's
short-lived capital of Fatehpur-Sikri lies only twenty-three miles to
the west. The absence of large mausolea may be noticed and the
buildings present unusual features in design. Muttra (thirty-five
miles to the north-west) can be taken on the route to Delhi. It is
an ancient Buddhist city, destroyed by Mahmud of Ghazni and
Aurangzeb, and the objects of interest are now collected in the
museum. Muttra is the centre of the district sacred to Krishna,
with temples at Brindaban (six miles), Mahaban, across the Jumna
river, and Gobardhan, on the road to Dig (twenty-three miles), a
fortress of the Bharatpur State.

At Delhi (ninety-two miles north of Muttra) the architecture of
nine centuries, Rajput, Muslim, and British in the New Capital, can
be studied almost side by side. Here the solid base of the Indian
Peninsula terminates at the northern end of the * Ridge/ and the
Indo-Gangetic plain to the north leaves no trace of battles fought
at Panipat and Karnal for the mastery of India, or of the epic